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PREFACE 


Siva-Mahimnah Stotram or the Hymn on 
the Greatness of Siva is considered by many 
to be the best of all the hymns found in 
Sanskrit literature. Sri Ramakrishna once 
went into Samadhi while repeating it. It is 
grand in conception, sublime in diction, and 
uplifting in its influence. Some of the verses 
may fail to appeal to the modern people, but 
their cumulative effect on the mind of the 
readers is none the less. The very recital of 
this beautiful hymn raises one to a higher 
plane of existence. There are many persons 
who repeat it daily, though not fully 
understanding it, yet they derive immense 
benefit. It goes without saying that persons 
who recite it after knowing its meaning will 
have more spiritual advantage. For the 
benefit of those English-knowing people 
who have no deep knowledge of Sanskrit, we 
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give this English translation. 

Nobody knows definitely who is the 
author of this book. There is a legendary story 
that one Pushpadanta composed it to please 
Siva whose wrath he incurred by treading on 
the flowers which were left after worshipping 
the Great Deity. The Verse No.37 supports 
this legend. It might be that some devotee of f 
Siva wrote this hymn under this pseudonym. 
This is quite in keeping with the Indian spirit 
which makes a man shrink from the idea of 
seeing his name blazoned before the public. 
Whoever may be the author, doubtless he is 
immortalized in this hymn and will receive 
silent homage from the devotees of the Lord 
for all time to come. 


PAVITRANANDA 
ADVAITA ASHRAMA 
Mayavati 
28 February 1938 
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AAAS eal a aaee Rae II 9 Il 


BX O Siva a of Thee 4s of greatness 
Ut great TÑ limit afagys of one who does 
not know fez praise “aft if aagait unfit, 
aq, then gendam even of Brahma and 
others RRs praises aù with regard to Thee 
aaae inadequate, Ha and if mmaa RT- 
mað according to one’s intellectual 
capacity Jr] praising ade all (48 people) 
gaara unblamable saff becomes (TAT 
then) WA in composing a hymn a even 
my Wye this qare attempt Maas free 


from blemish. 


1. If the prase of Thee by one who is 
ignorant of the extent of Thy greatness be 
unbecoming, then' the praises of even 


1 Then the praises etc.—For even Brahma and 
others do not fully know the greatness of Siva. 
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Brahma and others are inadequate for Thee. 
And if! all remain unblamable by praising 
Thee according to their intellectual powers, 
then even this attempt on my part to com- 
pose a hymn is free from any blemish. 


ada Ta aa a aR TETRA 

manga 4 aeaa RÀ | ; 
a el wie: aAA peA as 

Ge aR AA I Aa PA A TE IR II 


q Because qq Thy afèm greatness qISF- 
Waals of speech and mind wad object 
adas surpassing, (S148 therefore) 4 which 
gfs aft even the Vedas Adage by 
the method of ‘Not this’ Ulery fearfully 
afer describes ag (GRT) that (greatness) 
PA by whom Raas can be sung PAH- 
Js contains how many qualities HA to 


= 
! [fall remain etc.—God forgives all imperfections 
in men, if they are sincere in their devotion. 
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whom Raas object of perception Watt 
becomes? g but gard ye to the form 
taken later #4 whose 448 mind q@ speech 
4 Yala does not turn? 


2. Thy greatness is beyond the reach 
of mind and speech. Who! will (duly) 
praise That which even the Vedas describe 
with? trepidation, by the method of ‘not? 
this, not this’?—how* many qualities does 
That possess? and can? be perceived by 
whom? Yet to® the form taken later, whose’ 


1 Who will etc.—i.e. no one can. 

2 With trepidation etc.—because conscious of the 
impossibility of describing the Absolute. 

3 Not this etc.—One cannot say what the Absolute 
is like; one can say only what It is not . 

4 How many etc.—i.e. nobody can enumerate Its 
qualities. 

5 Can be... whom?—i.e. the Absolute can never be 
the object of perception. 

6 To the form etc.—i.e. when the Absolute took 
forms to favour the devotees. 

7 Whose mind etc.—i.ec. the thought and speech of 
every devotee turn eagerly to the feet of God with 
forms. 
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mind and speech do not turn? 


agent ars Tea Fa 
wa very fe att getter | 
WA Aai aH TORTI as 
ymiai R gaa gaa Il 3 I 


Wey O Brahman AEA sweet WAY 


supreme yA veritable nectar aras the 
Vedas fafidade of the author dd to Thee 
ae of Brihaspati, the teacher of gods 
aft even alm words of praise fẹ (inter- 
rogative) Rean, object of wonder? 
Guat O Destroyer of Tripura g but Wads 
Thy pAg through the merit from 
praising Thy glories 44 my Val this amit 
speech Tay shall purify 3f this motive 
ISG aa in composing this hymn 44 my 
{ss mind qÙ engaged. 
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3. O Brahman! Does the praise of 
even Brihaspati cause any wonderment to 
Thee who art the author of nectarlike sweet 
Vedas? O Destroyer of Tripura, the! thought 
that by praising Thy glories I shall purify my 
speech has prompted me to undertake this 
work. 


Reg a Rea gee asters | ¥ II 


avg O Giver of boons Falak described 
by the three Vedas oIgaataMeddahd the 
creater, preserver, and destroyer of the 
world TOA according to different 
qualities fray, WY in three bodies ae 
divided aq Thy 4q which wyaf Divinity 
aq that Aey to refute Uh some ashes 
“1 The Thoguht etc.—The reason is given why he 
has undertaken the work, though the hymns of even 


Brihaspati, the teacher of gods, are insignificant to the 
Lord. 
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thick-headed persons Sf@r in this matter 


STAMP to the ignorant TIATA, pleasing 
(areas in reality) A40 hateful rats 
opposition faeed offer. 


4. O Giver of boons, in refutation of 
Thy Divinity which is described by the 
three Vedas, which creates, preserves, 
and destroys the world, and which is divided 
into three' bodies according to the dif- 
ferent? qualities, some? thick-headed per- 
sons offer arguments, which are pleasing to 
the ignorant but (in reality) hateful.* 


| Three bodies—namely, Brahma, Vishnu, and 
Siva. 

2 Different qualities—namely, Sattva, Rajas, and 
Tamas. 

3 Some—referting to the Mimamakas who 
maintain that God has no form and is not the cause of 
the creation, preservation, and destruction of the 
world. 

4 Hateful—becuase their views go against the 
Vedas. 
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fare: Phares a ay Fequateryad 
Harem wet sae azote sft a | 
mad TTA eal 


paisa Pia Atel TE: NY I 


ay indeed a M that creator fade: 
with what desire f& pae with what body 
agaa: with what instruments PAET: 
with what support Rhyme with what 


materials Arga three worlds Yaf creates 
fa q of this nature aaa whose Divine 
nature is beyond the reach of reasoning ata 
with regard to Thee Haags though 
having no scope for Ha such paas 
argumentation A3 of people eta for 
delusion ifşa, some gaa? wrong- 
headed persons Farad makes vociferous. 


5. To fulfil! what desire, having what 


“1 To fulfil etc.—When a man does anything, he has 
a definite purpose; he can work because he has a 
physical body; and while making anything he needs 
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body, with what instruments, support, and 
materials does that creator indeed create the 
three worlds?—this kind of vain argumenta- 
tion with regard to Thee whose Divine 
nature is beyond the reach of intellect makes 
the perverted! vociferious to the delusion of 
mankind. 


sera te eaaa SÀ T- 
afro A aaga aA | 
aAA a gate yar He at 


ah RRA Tera Usa SA UG II 


amaz O Lord of gods aaqaadisft 
though having parts @Ì®e the worlds 
SAAS birthless f whether Har] of the 


three things—some insturments, some matenals, 
and a support. Ignorant people want to see these 
conditions fulfilled in God’s act of creation. But such 
expectations are idle, for God is God—He cannot be 
judged by any human standard. 

l The perverted—The atheists referred to in the 
previous Sloka. Their wrong thinking is due to their 
being under the sway of Maya. 
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worlds afafee creation afent creator 

STE without waft becomes fe whether 

Yar in the creation of the worlds Stat 

except God &2 aT who else aftet attempt 

af can make? aqe because 3Ì these TE 

fools (aa? therefore) @i Hf with regard to 
| Thee 4% raise doubt. 


6. O Lord of gods, can the worlds be 
without origin though’ they have parts? Is 
the creation of the worlds (possible) without 
a creator? Who else but God can begin the 
creation of the worlds? Because they are 
fools, they raise doubt as regards Thy 
existence. 


aÅ atest aire said aerate 
ofa meat nen aAA a | 
sdai IDE CUO CIC RIGIC EOL 
soe aà aaa ga llo It 


1 Though ... parts—Whiatever has parts must have 
origin. 
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sat the three Vedas Mei Samkhya are 
Yoga ugam the doctrine of Pasupati 


2 


şoray, the Vaishnava doctrine $f these 
gid different HAM paths (AÑ being) Fy 
this path TC] best Gee that path Way 
proper fq @ thus ead of temperaments 


Afra due to difference IPR- 
qasi FT of people following different 


paths—straight or crooked YAM of waters 
anfas ocean 34 like @{ Thou as one TAs 
goal aÑ art. 


7. There are different paths (of realiza- 
tion) as enjoined by the three! Vedas, 
Samkhya, Yoga Pasupata* doctrine, 
and Vaishnava Sastras. Persons following 


1 Three Vedas—Rik, Sama, and Yajus. 
2 Samkhya—as propounded by Kapila. 
3 Yoga—as propounded by Patanjali. 
4 Pasupata doctrine—which says that Pasupati or 

Siva is the creator of the world and that liberation can 

be had by meditating on Him. 
5 Vaishnava Sastras—such as Narada Pancharatra, 
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different paths—straight or crooked— 
according as they consider that this path is 
best or that one is proper due to ie 
difference in temperaments, reach Thee! 
alone just as rivers cnter the ocean. 


wale: GEE RRR VA BTA 

amd Adam te Tatar | 
gai arate R g RRT 

P E aan ell 


ata O Giver of boons qag great bull 
eas leg of a bedstead We axc FY 
the tiger-skin WAT ashes BRM? snakes pi 
a human skull @ and Bia gaq this qq Thy 
TATE, principal possessions, J though 
yas gods qaayarniedt given by the casting 
of Thy eyes m4 T those Ree treasures 
aufa enjoy f& indeed Raggi the 
Which inculcate the worship of Vasudeva or Sri 
Krishna. 


l Thee alone—Paths are different, but all are 
unanimous that God alone is the goal. 


a) 
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mirage of sense-objects TAR one 
whose delight is in the Self 4 not wae | 
deludes. | 


8. O Giver of boons, a great bull,! a 
wooden club, an axe, a tiger-skin, ashes, a 
human skull and the like—these are Thy 
sole possessions, though? by the mere 
casting of eyes Thou gave to gods great 
treasures which they enjoy. Indeed,? the 
mirage of sense-objects cannot delude one 
whose delight is in the Self. 


1 Bull etc.—Bull is used for riding. The club and the 
axe serve as weapons. Tiger-skin is the substitute for 
cloth. Ashes are used for besmearing the body with. 
Snakes are a sort of ornaments to His body. Human 
skulls serve the purpose of drinking cups. 

2 Though etc.—His style of living is abjectly poor, 
though at His mere wish gods possess infinite 
treasures. 

3 Indeed etc.—The reason why He lives so poorly is 
that sense-objects have no attraction for one whose 
delight is in the Self 
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aa tensa mA Tefal aR | 
mAAR FAM aster ga 
JA RRRA at a ag AW Get ga IE Il 


gaa O Destroyer of the demon Pura 
aigaq some one Wd the whole oq 
universe ya eternal AT some other g 
while 3&1 this Wer all, i.e. the universe 
agag, transitory Tei says We another 
masen, afd in this whole world 
qeatetet_ eternal and non-eternal aera 
with different natures T@fa says 8 by them 
fates bewildered 3a as if HI Thee Way 
praising 4 not fet feel ashamed 4g Ah 


ag indeed Jaw garrulity JEt audacious. 
9. O Destroyer of Pura, some! say that 
-I Some ... eternal—-The Samkhyas say that the 
effect is as much eternal as the cause. The universe 
has come out of Prakriti. Prakriti is eternal, therefore 


the universe also is eternal. 
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the whole universe is eternal, while 
others! say that all is transitory. Yet 
others? maintain that all these are eternal 
and non-eternal—having different charac- 
teristics. Bewildered,’ as it were, by them 
I do not feel ashamed to praise Thee. 
Indeed this garrulity indicates my audacity’. 


raat Feng aga tat efter 
aay aa Raga | 

ad HEME MR aq 

wea wea mai wa Reqs wala 190 | 


Piet O Girisha ameaga: having 
for body a pillar of fire aq Thy gq which 
Qaf greatness aq that syf above Ras 


1 Others transitory—The Kshanikavadi 
Buddhists say that everything is momentary. 
2 Others ... non-eternal—The Naiyayikas say that 
ether etc. are permanent; the jar etc. non-permanent. j 
3 Bewildered etc.—When a peson is bewildered he 
is not conscious whether he is making himself 
ridiculous by his words and deeds. 
4 Audacity—I do not know Thy real nature, yetI am 
forced by my audacity to praise Thee. 


C-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangot 


THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA 21 


Brahma is below gRs Vishnu aqq trying 


utmost Rag to gauge H40Ħ unable art 
became Ade then Aaaa e A AA 


to these two praising Thee with devotion 
and faith Gq because 4 of Thy own ac- 
cord at revealed Thyself, (32 therefore) 


qaq Thy agais worship a whether 4 not 
PAN bears fruit? 


10. O Girisha, Brahma! trying above 
and, Vishnu trying below failed to measure 
Thee who took the form of a pillar of fire. 
Afterwards? when they praised Thee with 


1 Brahma etc.—Referring to the story that Brahma 
and Vishnu once quarrelled between themselves as to 
who was greater. God Siva then appeared before 
them in the form of a column of fire. Brahma and 
Vishnu tried to measure the body of Siva to prove 
their respective supremacy, but both failed. At this in 
all humility they began to praise Siva who, being 
pleased with their prayer, revealed Himself to them 

2 Afterwards ... accord—God is far away from 
those who approach Him with pride and self-conceit, 
But He is easily realized by those who are humble 
and prayerful. 
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i) 
N 


great devotion and faith, Thou revealed 
Thyself to them of thy own accord, indicat- 
ing whether! Thy worship can go without 
bearing result. 


water yaaa 
IMEA AAA TRAM | 
Rre Reamees ` 


Reame pRa 199 1! 


Ager O Destroyer of Tripura 49m2 
the ten-headed Ravana aam, easily 
AYT three worlds aaa without 
any trace of enemy ama making 
TIPAN eager for war AA arms aq 
tht ayq held gaq this regadi- 
Ta IERA offering the cluster of 
heads as lotuses to Thy feet Rra steady 


ags of devotion to Thee RNa 


result. 


1 Whether ... result—i.e. the worship of God can 
never be in vain. 
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11. © Destroyer of Tripura, that the 
ten-headed Ravana, after" ridding the three 
worlds of any trace of enemies, remained 
with arms eager for (fresh) war is due to 
the fact of his having great devotion to 
Thee—-devotion which? prompted him to 
offer his heads as lotuses to Thy feet. 


aga ACHAT YT 

aad kasi aera Rea: | 
HAA TaATS ATTA AA TSM 

vies aad RA Fatt aes 192 li 


agdam whose strength was got 


by worshipping Thee yadi forest of arms 


waftaadl aed to Kailasa, Thy abode aff 


“| After ... war—This indicates his great prowess. 

2 Which prompted etc.—There is a story that 
Ravana while worshipping Siva cut off one by one his 
nine heads and offered them to the feet of the Lord as 
substitutes for lotuses. And while he was about to cut 
off his last head, Siva appeared before him and 
offered boons. Ravana prayed for the restoration of 
his nine heads and invincibility in war, which were 
granted. 
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even aqq with great valour famaaae 
applying 3J% of him (Ravana) INET stay 


aR aeeaferatyetrts on Thy moving with 


ease the tip of Thy toe WateSf even in the 
nether world aa impossible to get miq 
became. Yay surely syra? affluent ars 
wicked person Jaf] becomes deluded. 


12. When Ravana! extended the valour 
of his arms—whose strength was obtained 
by worshipping Thee—to Kailasa, Thy 
abode, Thou moved the tip of Thy toe, and 
he did not get a resting place even in the 
nether world. Verily, when affluent, the 
wicked becomes deluded?, 


l Ravana etc—Ravana thought that instead of 
going to Kailasa every day for the worship of Siva, he 
would pull down Kailasa and place that in his 
kingdom. When he attempted that, Parvati, the 
Consort of Siva, became alarmed. At this Siva moved 
the tip of His toe, and Ravana was thrown away from 
heaven to the nether world. Even there his stay would 
have been impossible had not Siva taken pity on him 
and lifted him up. 

2 Deluded—The wicked Persons on getting a good 
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wag ame afore yas | 
a dea afer RaRa mer- 
af met sal vate reaR 1192 N 


TE O Giver of boons qorada 


who had the three worlds at his com- 
mand qms Bana TAs very great ai 
possessing AÑ through gars of Indra 
hz wealth Aq that HAI! put to shade 
MEAS of Thy feet aftafaart with regard | 
to the worshipper ae him 4 not qq 
that fat to be wondered at, aR To 
Thee fre of the head aarti bowing 
down PA Gael what prosperity 4 wale 


does not conduce to? 


13. O Giver of boons, that Bana,! who 
had the three worlds at his command, put to 
position in life become ungrateful to the persons 
through whose help their success was achieved. 

l Bana—an Asura king, the son of Bali, the 
grandson of Prahlada. He had a thousand arms and 
Was a great favourite with Siva, 
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always fù: successful Yaq become a 


that W73 god of love AY Thee Savgral- 
emery, like other gods 444 thinking 
dear an object to be recalled in 
memory AYA became, f€ because ag to 
the self-controlled Ras insult 4248 con- 
ducive to good 4 is not. 


15. O Lord, the god of love whose 
arrows do not fail anywhere in the world 
of gods, demons, and men but are 
always successful, became! simply an 
object of memory by looking” upon Thee 
as an ordinary god. For an insult to the 
self-controlled does not conduce to good. 


| Became ... memory—i.e. was dead. 

2 Looking ... god—The great God Siva was day 
and night in meditation. But gods wanted that a son 
should be born to Him to lead them in battle against 
the demon Taraka. They sought the help of Kama, the 
god of love. Kama, conceited at his success 
everywhere, tried to spread his influence even over 
Siva, by throwing an arrow of passion. Siva, angry at 
being disturbed in meditation, burnt Kama to ashes 
with the fire of His third eye. 
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TENA d eR AG aaa AYM 9 I 


@ Thou MAÈ for saving the world 
wefa dancest (qa) Weed at the striking 
of Thy feet 4t the earth aga all on a 
sudden Asif comes to, 4999} the conflict- 
ing thought whether it will not come to 
destruction WAAR STS T OY with 
planets oppressed by the movement of Thy 
iron-club-like arms Rots që the spatial 
region (40404 aAsfd—as before). ie the 
heaven afyaeterafsacet the side being 
struck by the waving matted hair gge just 
then AR} arf becomes miserable. 73 Ah, 
Aym aT mightiness unfavourable Ug 
(indicating wonder) (aù is). 


16. In! order to save the world when 


l In order to save the world— Once a demon 
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surrounded by waters. And by this should be 
inferred how vast is Thy divine body. 


a A a RA TAA 
was aae Maes a gA | 


Rai asa agge- 
Add: re a ag naa: ayas I 95 I 


FATTY the three cities like a straw 
Raate wishing to burn à Thy &Mt earth 
tas chariot (anit was) mays Brahma 
ai charioteer (Aq) Gs the great 
mountain Meru 43 bow (Said) AA and 
@slel the sun and the moon Tag the 
wheels of the chariot (STE were) tatt- 
qM Vishnu 98 arrow (arity; sf in this 
manner ps what aa this areractatte 
paraphernalia? Wy indeed Reade with 
things at disposal PS% playing syfa 
the intellect of the Lord 4 not Wd=ts 


out of the latter's matted hair flowed waters which 
covered the world and divided it into seven islands. 
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dependent on others. 


18. When Thou wanted to burn the 
three! cities which were but a piece of 
straw (to Thee), the earth was Thy chariot, 
Brahma Thy charioteer, the great mountain 
Meru Thy bow, the sun and the moon the 
wheels of Thy chariot, Vishnu Thy arrow— 
why? this paraphernalia? The Lord is not 
dependent on others—He was playing with 
things at His command. 


ERA aed Hara Teal 
dea afer Poetry | 
Tal wages Toa TAT 
A terra PEt ATT STATA l 9E II 


Jel. 


do 


| Three cities—the three cities of the three sons of 
the demon Taraka. Siva destroyed the three cities and 
the demons at the prayer of the gods 

2 Why ... paraphernalia?—Big equipment is 
necessary for a big work only. One does not use a 
sword to pare nails. The three cities were but a piece 
of straw to Siva. Then why this paraphernalia? Well, 
Siva was but playing, taking these things 


3 
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Bgt O Destroyer of Tripura gfs 
Vishnu 4 Thy Yeas feet asa a thousand 
PAART, offering of lotuses WUTA giving 
(#4 then ) af@r in that offering Ua one 
being less q that AFF his own aA 


lotus-eye Geet rooted out Gal that 


Wass exuberance of devotion magsi 
into discus Rof mas transformed (WF 


being) Fam BIA of the three worlds 
tama for protection afd remains alert. 


19. O Destroyer of Tripura, Hari! 
rooted out his lotus-eye (to make up the 
dificiency) when one (flower) was missing 
in his offering of a thousand lotuses to 


l Hari etc—The story goes that Vishnu would 
daily worship Siva with a thousand lotuses. One day 
Siva, in order to test the devotion of Hari, stole away 
one lotus from the collection of a thousand lotuses. At 
this Vishnu plucked one of his eyes and offered that 
with the flowers. Pleased with such great devotion, 
Siva gave Vishnu the discus, called Sudarsana, with 
which the latter protects the three worlds. 
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Thy feet; this great devotion transformed 
into a discus is alert in protecting the three 
worlds. 


a oH Wee Hell FORA | 
RA AA HY PRN 
at rat agar gR HAR T: | Ro II 


pat aa sacrifice being destroyed Adi 
to the sacrificers SAM in getting the result 
aq Thou Fmd awake aiff remain Jemy- 
JẸ, the worship of the Lord 3d without 
Jak destroyed #4 sacrifice qq where 
treift bears result? aqe therefore AB 
man @i Thee in sacrifices paama ya 
the giver of result TA knowing gi in the 
teachings of the Sruti 4i Ige putting 
faith BAY in sacrifices genat resolute 
(MaN becomes). 
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20. The sacrifice! being destroyed, 
Thou ever remainest the connecting link 
between the sacrificers and the fruit of the 
sacrifice. When? does the destroyed sacrifice 
bear fruit, if not? accompanied by the 
worship of the Lord? Therefore knowing 
Thee to be the giver of fruits and putting 
faith in the Vedas, people become resolute 
about the performance of sacrifical rites. 


Frare aas mRNT AT- | 
FAT MOTE ATMS FUME 
agirem emule CIRC CIEE 

ga ads Agama R Ta: 1129 I 


-I The sacrifi sacrifice etc —Sacrificial rite is an action and 
every action is subject to origin and destruction. Now 
how can a sacrificial rite bear fruit in some other time 
or region after the action of sacrifice has been 
destroyed? Some say that the sacrificial rite produces, 
before destruction, some effect called Apurva, which 
bears result in the future. In refuting this theory of the 
Mimamsakas, the author says that it is the Lord who 
gives fruits to the sacrificer, though the sacrifical rite 
may have an end. 

2 When etc.—i.e. it never does. 

3 If not etc.-—because the Lord is the giver of fruits. 
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Iwa Thou Giver of refuge (ery Foal 
in which sacrifice) TJYaT_ of embodied 
beings aegis Lord hamas expert in 
sacrificial rites as Daksha by name 
meats sacrificer (Tal JA and where) 
KATA, of the Rishis enfe priestly duty 
@A and) gemme gods Wels supervisors 
(qa AÑ even there) ngaa amaa: 
bent on giving the fruits of sacrifices dts 
from Thee mgA destruction of the 
sacrifices (aqe became), f€ because 
TENATTY at the absence of devotion Fas 
sacrifices pg of the sacrificer ara 
for injury Yt surely (Hafi become). 


21. Thou Giver of refuge, (even) the 
sacrifice where Daksha,' the Lord of 
creation, expert in sacrifices, was the 
“1 Daksha etc.—Daksha performed the sacrifice 
with great éclat but insulted Siva. Hence the great 
sacrifice was destroyed by Siva, though He is always 
eager to give fruits to the sacrificers. 
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sacrificer, Rishis! were priests, gods? were 
Supervisors, was destroyed by Thee, (though 
Thou art) bent upon giving fruits of the 
sacrifices, Surely? the sacrifices cause injury 
to the sacrificers in the absence of devotion. 


THA AG Teas At steak 

mi Ropi Ragga agar l 
aiai Ra apai 

T SA ToT a TRTE: IR? II 


14 O Lord afa scized with passion 
KAM of the stag 4M taking the body 
Api who became a hind Ei his own 
geet daughter Ragg desiring to get | 
WAY forcibly Td getting 441174 keenly | 
pierced with the arrow Fad fearful Rag, to | 
the sky af gone af even af TART 
Brahma Jas of Thee holding a bow in 


l Rishis—such as Vasishtha. 
2 Gods—Brahma etc. 


3 Surely ete.—as in the case of the sacrifice of 
Daksha. 
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hand @ Thy JINAH the fury of the 
hunter emf} even now 4 aaf does not 


leave. 


22. O Lord, the fury of Thee who 
became a hunter with a bow in hand has 
not as yet left Brahma though, keenly 
pierced by Thy arrow and terror-stricken, he 
has fled to the sky. 


SMT ANA TATA TAG 

Fe TE FET FHT FETA | 
aR ut edt aRar- 

AR AAT Aa TE AT Fae 1123 II 


Guat O Destroyer of Tripura, ave 
Giver of boons, ¢af Parvati TACTA 
proud of her own beauty (al being) yau- 
JĦĦ holding the bow yogy the god of 
love 4% in front (@AT by Thee) Taq like a 
piece of straw A&A in a trice QË burnt 
GET seeing AÑ even aR if aAPageret 
4e being placed on half of Thy body on 
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account of her austerities @M Thee GU 
uxorious Safa considers aq ah AST surely 
gada? young women Pe deluded. | 


23. O Destroyer of Tripura, O Giver of 
boons, even on seeing in front the god of 
love, bow in hand, burnt like a piece of straw 
in a trice by Thee, if Parvati', proud of her 
beauty, thinks that Thou art under her 
fascination, because? she was allowed to 
occupy half of Thy body on account of 
her austerities, ah, surely the young women 
are under delusion. 


1 Parvati—Consort of Siva. 

2 Because etc.—Parvati performed much austerity 
to get the love of Siva. Taking pity at her suffering 
Siva allowed her to become a part of His body. But 
forgetting this act of pity on the part of Siva, Parvati 
might think, like ordinary women, that she got this 
favour because of her fascinating beauty. In that case 
she is wrong, as indicated by Siva’s burning the god 
of love. See Sloka 15, note 2. 
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QUT BAST Faas URT- 
FRIAS ST FHT | 
raged ate aa Wag waa 
TEN ed ALS TH agaa 11.28 Il 


wet O Destroyer of the god of love ate 
Giver of boons 74 Thy MMA in crema- 
tion grounds amher play fasten: ghosts 
WETT: companions RERIT: besmearing 
the body with the ashes of the burnt bodies 
af and gada string of human 
skulls a% garland Way this way suet all 
gei conduct TH indeed aMIged bad W49 is, 
aaf yet Efm to those who remember 
Thee WH great A¥ey{ cause of good AN 
becomest. 


24. © Destroyer of the god of love, (6) 
Giver of boons, Thy play is in cremation 
grounds, Thy companions are ghosts, Thou 
besmearest Thy body with the ashes of 
burnt bodies, and human skulls are Thy 
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garland—all Thy conduct indeed is thus full 
of evil. But’ Thou conducest to the great 
good of those who remember Thee. 


area feat aaa Pear wal Rg II 


afas Yogis aR following the 
direction of the Sastras Sted? control- 
ling the breath agf in the Self mag 
mind sae concentrating Gq which 
faaft unspeakable ai truth STL 
realizing yga thrilling with joy 
Ige with eyes covered with 

tears of joy Yq full of bliss gè in the 
“1 But etc.—This shows the difference between men 
and Siva. Outwardly Siva seems to be full of evil, but 


in fact He is the source of infinite good to His 
devotees. 
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lake Amma Sq swimming as it were 
AAR inner joy tft get ad that (ae 
, truth) fet really Far Thou. 


25. Thou art indeed that unspeakable 
truth which the Yogis realize through 
meditation on the Self, on controlling the 
breath according to the scriptural directions, 
and realizing which they shed tears of 
thrilling joy and swimming, as it were, ina 
pool of nectar, enjoy inner bliss. 


ware a ory eer ait a | 
Rida cafe Ro Farsi i 
q Reena ae g aq A a aR lR Il 


Iq Thou aas the Sun wy AAs the 
Moon @{ Yas Air A gaes Fire A 
aims Water @ A Space MYT also 
ats Earth ay AT Self gR and ota 
art Roe the learned people Hf with 
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regard to Thee Ug these qR, limiting 
Pri opinion RHN hold g but day we ge 
in this world @& Thou aq 4 which not 
Waly art qq that q thing 4 fase do not 
know. 


26. The wise' hold this limiting 
opinion about Thee—Thou art the Sun, 
Thou art the Moon; Thou art the Fire, 
Thou art the Air; Thou art the Water, 
Thou art the Space; Thou art the Earth 
and Thou art the Self. But we? do 
not? know that thing which Thou art not. 


Re d m attracts 
Waa Bet cal ETE TOA |! RO I 
sme O Giver of refuge Fa three Vedas 
l The wise—i.e. who consider themselves to be 
wise, 


2 We—i.e. we who do not pose to be wise 
3 Do not...not—because Thou pervadest all 
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fas Three gds conditions Ayaa, three 
worlds aÑ and AÀ also three YM 
Gods apres by ‘A’ etc. AR three ais 
letters APMSAd indicating ay sft TAY the 
word ‘Om’ aed separately @i Thee 
TA mentions atts earns with 
subtle sounds Haser covered (F af 
w) à Thy alifanit absolute gä 


transcendent &4 state ai Thee Wat 


collectively (7° a). 


27. O Giver of refuge, with the 
three letters A, U, M, indicating the 
three Vedas, three! states, three worlds, and 
the three? gods, the word ‘On’ mentions 
Thee separately. United by the subtle? sound 
the word ‘Om’ collectively mentions 


: | Three states—namely, waking, dreaming, and 
dreamless sleep 
2 Three gods—namely, Brahma, Vishnu, and 
Rudra 
3 Subtle sound—Technically it is called ‘Nada.’ 
4 Collectively—The Mantra ‘Om’ when uttered as 
one word indicates the Absolute Brahman. 
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to Thee! who art very near as also very far, 
far’ away. O Destroyer of the god of love, 
my salutation to Thee who art the minutest* 
as also the largest. O Three-eyed One, my 
salutation to Thee who art the oldest® as also 
the youngest’. This my salutation to Thee 
who art all® as also transcending all.” 


agra AA ward FAT AAs 
TAMA AGH SUT TAT AAG | 
aga aR EA AY AAs 
meN ve RAA Raa vat e II 20 Il 


fagdiqad for the creation of the 


I Thee who art etc.—This verse indicates the 
greatness of Siva as in Him all contradictions meet. 

2 Near—because He is the indwelling spirit of all. 

3 Far away—because beyond mind and speech. 

4 Minutest—being even in atoms. 

5 Largest—being in large bodies like mountains. 

6 Oldest—existing even betore creation. 

7 Youngest—being untouched by infirmities. 

8 All—He is the substratum of all visible and 
invisible objects. 

9 Transcending all—being beyond mind and 
speech. 
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universe qeaTa with excess of Rajas 
apg to Brahma TÙ Te salutation, TAT 
for the destruction of that Weare with 
excess of Tamas BTA to Rudra TAT ARs 
salutation; Acard with excess of 
Sattva waged for giving happiness 
to the people Js to Vishnu qÑ T 
salutation, PAJÀ beyond the three 
attributes mefa effulgent È object fara 
to Siva AAT 2 salutation. 


30. Salutation to Brahma in whom 
Rajas preponderates for the creation of 
the universe, salutation to Rudra in 
whom Tamas preponderates for the 
destruction of the same. Salutation to 
Vishnu in whom Sattva preponderates 
for giving! happiness to the people 
Salutation to Siva who is effulgent and 


l Giving...people—i.e. for the preservation of the 
universe. 


al 
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beyond! the three attributes. 


HUMIRA Aas R Faq TE | 
a a ta gp ags | 

gia ahaaa At RT 

T OTA AER l3 Il 


az O Giver of boons paR ill- 
developed ANa subject to misery Ze 
this das mind 4 F where Trae of 
infinite virtues 194q eternal Ass power qa 
q where 3f because of this Ulery seized 
with fear 4T me WHT making fearless 
“fag devotion € amas to thy feet 
AGONIST, (Al me)—who has this hymn 


as an offering MUF, has thrown. 


l Beyond...attributes—Siva is with and without 
attributes. The three attributes are Sattva, Rajas, and 
Tamas. With Rajas in the form of Brahma He creates, 
with Sattva in the form of Vishnu He preserves, and 
with Tamas in the form of Rudra He destroys. 
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31. O Giver of boons, where is my ill- 
developed mind subject to misery! and 
where is Thy Divinity—eternal and 
possessing infinite virtues? Though 
terror-stricken because of this, I am forced Z 
by my devotion to offer this hymn at 
Thy feet. 


ai a parin WR a A la N 


da O Lord (afe if) aRaMR like the 
blue monntain PAA ink RMA sea (as) 
ink-pot gaene the branch of the 
heavenly tree AAM pen Sat the earth TIF 
leaf aid be, MET the Goddess of 


Learning (Gal these) Jereq taking aie if 


1 Misery—According to Patanjali ther are five 
kinds of misery—namely, Ignorance, Egoism, 
Attachment, Aversion, and Clinging to life. 

2 Forced ete-—Love for God forces a devotee to 
think that God will overlook all his littleness. 
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adele through eternity feafa writes aÑ 
even then da Thy JOA of virtues Uk the 
limit 4 not aff reaches. 


32. O Lord, if the blue mountain be 
ink!, the ocean the ink-pot, the branch of the 
heavenly” tree be pen, the earth the writing 
leaf, and by taking these if the Goddess of 
Learning writes for eternity, even? then the 
limit of Thy virtues will not be reached. 


IGEN EtG 

Tiamat Perea 

AHA FAISAL 

SRI: KAATER |l 33 Il 
APMMARSs the best of the demi-gods 


Foreman Pushpadanta by name 
agg Ss by Asuras, gods, and the best 
1 Ink—It refers to a huge lump of ink-powder. 
2 Heavenly tree—named Parijata. 
3 Even etc.—This indicates my audacity, justified 
only by my devotion, to praise Thee. 


C-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangot 


THK HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA 53 


of sages ARAE worshipped gù of 
one having the moon on his forehead 
aape whose praises have been 
sung Pufa without attributes TE of 
God Urq this erat beautiful RY hymn 
agèt in all seriousness WAR composed. 


33. The best of  demi-gods,! 
Pushpadanta by name, composed in great 
devotion this beautiful hymn of the Lord, 
who is worshipped by demons, gods, and the 
best of sages, whose? praises have been 
sung, who has got the moon on His forehead 
and who is attributeless. 


| aeeai pi RAT 
| qA eT eR gg T | 

| a ata RAA gaT 

| meag: a ANANA lIa N 

as which JAM person yas with 


1 Demi-gods—Gandharvas or heavenly musicians. 
| 2 Whose praises...yung—i.e. previously. 


| 
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purified heat ANEA in great devotion 
SAT beautiful Ud this Yee W the 
hymn to Siva AGW? always Taf] reads, a8 
he f§acités in the abode of Siva pag? like 
Siva Wate becomes Gal and NA in this 
world Wattys Yaa possessed of 


much wealth, long life, and many children 


PTA, famous 7 also (Wake becomes). 


34. The person who with purified heart 
and in great devotion always reads this 
beautiful hymn to Siva becomes! like Siva 
(after death) in the abode of Siva, and while 
in this world gets much wealth, long life, 
many children, as also fame. 


Mea Sat Ae ATT gR | 
Tea Aa AeA ATT TMs ETN 3 ¢ Il 


WM better than Siva AG another aq 
god 4 there is not 4H better than the 


1 Becomes like Siva—-i.e. becomes one with Him. 
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"4 


Hymn on the Greatness of Siva oat 
another gR hymn 4 there is not ANTA. 
better than Siva 3s another TAS sacred 

| word F there is not Ñs better than the 
spiritual teacher WH another Tra thing to 
be known fet there is uot. 


y 35. There is no god better than Siva, 
there is no hymn better than the Hymn on 
The Greatness of Siva, there is no sacred! 
word better than the name of Siva, there? 
is nothing better to be known than the real 
| nature of the spiritual teacher. 


An a aei 
SIM mR: e | 
Aerts wae 
| qai At AENA 11 3A N 


“T Sacred word—which is to be repeated and 
meditated upon for spiritual unfoldment. 
2 There...teacher—The spiritual teacher is the 
channel through which Divine mercy flows: as such 
f he is one with God. One who has known the spiritual 
teacher has known God. 
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Aa initiation 4M charity q9 austerity 
az pilgrimage a knowledge of the 
scriptures ammas like sacrifical rites 
fats works Hers wadom of the merit 
of reciting the Hymn on the Greatness of 
Siva GSair| Pai one-sixteenth part 4 not 
weft are equal to. 


36. Getting initiation into the spiritual 
life, charity, austerity, pilgrimage, 
knowledge of the scriptures, the perfor- 
mance of sacrifical rites—-these do noi give 
one-sixteenth part of the merit that is got by 
reciting the Hymn on the Greatness of Siva. 


pga CUG CGE 
fiyan TAZ | 

a ag aR we vara tend 
saRead RaRa Aer Il av Il 


Pee Pushpadanta by name 
adrad the Lord of all Gandharvas 
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rggraeactadara of the great God who 
has got the crescent moon on His forehead 
arg servant W he Gg indeed AA of 
Siva Aq Ta from anger ARH: from 
his glory W288 fallen @ being RaRa 
very nice 3a¥ this aR eat Hymn on 
the Greatness of Siva aardig, composed. 


37. The Lord of Gandharvas', Pushpa- 
danta? by name, is the servant of the great 
God? who has the crescent moon on His 
forehead. Fallen* from his glory due to the 
anger’ of the Lord, he composed® this very 


-I Gandharvas—musician demi-gods. 

2 Pushpadanta—literally ‘flower-toothed’, i.e. 
whose teeth were like flowers. 

3 God who...forehead—teters to Siva. 

4 Fallen ... glory—he lost the power of flying 
through the air. 

5 Anger of the Lord—Siva got angry with 
Pushpadanta as the latter trod on the flowers left after 
His worship. 

6 Composed etc.—lt is said that Pushpadanta had 
his power restored by composing this hymn. 
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beautiful Hymn on the Greatness of Siva (to 
regain His favour). 


auenia wide 

À ae aA ARAA: | 
mR reads R ga: 
aaa gaama lla ll 


zipi giver of heaven and 
liberation GCE the Adorable of gods i.e. 
Siva aNg worshipping maA with 
one-pointed mind meake with folded 
palms (Oy being) 4s a person are if 
JAT composed by Pushpadanta 
aE unfailing 324 this WaT] hymn Yaa 
reads (qs he) fats by Kinnaras AM 
worshipped fraa#iq to the presence of Siva 
FAA goes. 


38. After worshipping Siva, who is 
adored by gods and who grants heaven 
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and liberation, if one with single-minded 
devotion and folded palms reads the 
unfailing! hymn, composed by 
Pushpadanta, one goes to Siva, being 
worshipped by Kinnaras’. 


anmai Rial gi TATE 
ss PATER adan l 3 N 


i aeria composed by the Gandharva 
Pushpadanta ESGIGUGUN describing the glory 
of God 344 unparalleled Jet sacred EG 
this Wi hymn aama, from start to 
finish 744 all Hert fascinating. 


39. This unparalleled, sacred hymn 
D composed by Pushpadanta and 
describing the glory of God is all very 
1 Unfailing—sure of giving result, i.e. leading to 
Siva. 
2 Kinnaras—a kind of beings who have got a 
human form but whose head is like that of a horse. 
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fascinating from start to finish. 


gan Tee on eA: | 
after da tage staat A aafia: li vo II 


WaT this agai of words Ft worship 
Smæra to the feet of Siva affa 
offered Sf T at this emae ever- 
propitious €4913 the Lord of gods È to me 
madi may be pleased. 


40. This hymnal worship is offered to 
the feet of Siva. May the ever-propitious 
Lord of gods be pleased with me at this. 


a tel A aT algeria RR | 
TASR Hered TEMA AAT ARE IY 9 II 


mI O Great Lord qq at the true 
nature of Thy being PRN of what sort aRt 
Thou art 4 AIA I do not know Feed O 
great Siva JMs of whatever nature Sa 
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Thou mayest be MEMA to That FHT F77? 
salutation again and again. 


41. O Lord, I do not know the true 
nature of Thy being—of what kind Thou 
art. Of whatever! nature Thou mayest be, 
O Great God, to That my salutation 
again and again. 


Qpe aai at Ai As Tea | 
amA RAR: facies Feta | 8? I 


qe which 4% person Uhali once fèi 
twice qf or Fale thrice qòq reads, 48 he 
adarte from all sins RIENCE freed 
Aade in the abode of Siva Fea is 


glorified. 
42. The person who reads (this hymn) 
zr Whatever...be—implying that Ged will accept 


the worship of a devotee, though he may not know the 
real nature of the Lord 


a 
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once, twice, or thrice is! glorified in the 
abode of Siva, being freed from all sins. 


BHAT aae SAAT 
ERA war TERA 
JAA rater aR I 83 I 
DIRECTIE SAHA coming out of the 


lips of Pushpadanta piae destroying 
sins gÀ dear to Siva WAN by hymn 
pA committed to memory edt 


read Jea kept in the house Tarts 
Lord of the creation ¥é918 great god gifa 
greatly pleased aft becomes. 


sa | Aan 
frente 
way II 


I Is...Siva—i.e. after death he goes to the abode of 
Siva and remains there in great glory. 
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43. If a person learns! by heart, reads, 
or keeps in the home this hymn, which 
came out of the lips of Pushpadanta, and 
which destroys sins and is dear to Siva, 
Siva the Lord of creation becomes very 
pleased. 


Here ends the Hymn on 
the Greatness of Siva 
composed by Pushpadanta. 


l Learns...home—Three stages are mentioned 
—namely, committing to memory, reading from 
books, and keeping the book in the home, Simply 
keeping the book in the home has some importance 
inasmuch as it will occasionally remind one of Siva. 
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Lord Siva has universal appeal in India. From the 
snow-capped Himalayas in the north to the ocean- 
washed shores of the south, He has been 
worshipped through the ages, by the householders 
as well as sannyasins as the Lord of the animate 
and the inanimate. His fame as easy-to-be pleased 
God and also giver of boons, has naturally 
prompted poets and devotees to compose and sing 
hymns in His glory. 

Siva-Mahimnah Stotram or the Hymn on the 
Greatness of Siva is considered as one of the best 
hymns in Sanskrit literature. It is grand in f 
conception, sublime in diction, and uplifting in its | 

| 
| 
| 


influence. It goes without saying that persons who 
recite it after knowing its meaning will have great 
spiritual benefit. 


AR 


mas 
Mount Kailas, the abode of Siva 
| 
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